
Kelly Air Force Base Restoration Advisory Board Meeting
       April 28, 1997 6 p.m. Dwight Middle School

Members/Alternates present:

Ms. Annalisa Peace, RAB Community Co-Chair
Mr. Juan Solis, Sr.
Dr. Gene Len6
Mr. Parker Wilson (Mr. Gary Beyefts alt)
Ms Camille Huerd
Mr. George Rice
Mr. Paul Roberson
Mr. John A. Jacobi (candidate)
Mr. Edward Riojas, Jr,, RAB Base Co-Chair
Mrs. Yolanda Johnson
Mr. Sam Sanchez
Mr. EdwardWeinstein
Mr. Armando Quintanilla
Mr. Nicholas Rodriguez, Jr.
Mr. Allan Hagelthorn (also Mr. Person's alt)

Members absent without Alternate:
Mr. Sam Murrah
Mr. Carl Mixon

Item I: Call to Order

A. Meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. Ms. Annalisa Peace, RAB Community Co-Chair conducting.
Ms. Peace outlined the purpose of the RAB.

B.   The RAB members introduced themselves.

Item II: Discussion/Approval of Minutes

The minutes from the previous RAB meeting were amended to show Mr. Allan Hagelthorn's alternate, Paul
Person, was present.
Item III: Administrative Topics

A.  Several agenda changes were announced, including an additional presentation by Dr. Yana Bland, Ph.D.,
regarding the community health study performed in North Kelly Gardens. Ms. Peace announced three items
of new business, including RAB meeting frequency, an accounting of the budget, and environmental justice
training for RAB members.

B.  Mr. Armando Quintanilla, pointed out that the agenda did not include a report of aircraft fuel dumping as
was promised at the last meeting. Mr. Edward Riojas, Air Force co-chair, said the topic would be addressed
by Mr. Denton Lankford during his presentation.



C.  Mr. Ruben Solis, a member of the community, asked that members of the community in attendance be
allowed to speak first. He said they have asked to speak first before and been denied. According to Mr. R.
Solis, the Air Force does not want the community represented on the board. He stated they had requested 30
RAB membership applications, but have never received any. Ms. Peace asked that an application be
provided. NOTE: A sign-up sheet was announced at the sign-in table and application forms were available:
no one signed up for an application or requested one at the table.

D. Mr. George Rice said the Air Force tried very hard to keep things off this meeting's agenda. He
commended Ms. Peace's efforts to get important items on the agenda~

E.  Ms. Peace apologized for the confusion with the agenda. She said things were left off the agenda and she
never saw a final version of the agenda. She said this is her first time nunning a meeting and that she would
iron out the problems for future meetings. She said the community will be allowed to speak first at the next
meeting. Mr. R. Solis said that was not acceptable and they wanted to speak now. Ms Peace replied that the
meeting would go on as scheduled.

F.  Mr. Nick Rodriguez proposed the community members be allowed to speak first. The board agreed.
Since the community members primarily wanted to speak regarding the health study, Ms. Peace requested
that Dr. Bland give her presentation immediately following the community members' comments.

  G. Vote on New Members

1. Ms. Peace proposed to vote on two new members--Mr. John Jacobi, from the Texas Department of Health
       and Mr. Larry Hoffman, Regional Clean Air and Water.
2. Mr. R. Solis said the Air Force is trying to keep people of color off the board. He demanded that one-third
       of the board be made up of people from the surrounding communities.
3. Mr. Rice moved that new member applications be accepted and voted on at this meeting. Ms. Peace

agreed and said the number of allowed RAB members can be changed if necessary to accommodate the
new members.

       4. Mr. Allan Hagelthorn said the charter does not allow the co-chair to make that decision without a meeting
             of the charter subcommittee.

5. The board decided to wait until the next meeting to vote on new members. In the meantime, a
      subcommittee meeting will be held to discuss adding more seats to accommodate additional community
      members.

Item IV: Community Discussion

Mr. Ruben Solis said the Air Force has continually covered up the problem. He said environmental racism has
been demonstrated at Kelly both in the cleanup and base closure proceedings. He said the people have expressed
concerns, but the Air Force is not listening. He said a health survey has been done in the North Kelly Gardens
neighborhood. People were asked if they suffered from a variety of health problems. He said many people reported
upper respiratory and central nervous system disorders: that Dr. Bland was brought in to give the survey scientific
validation and that the survey indicates what they have been saying for years-- that there is a problem. He said the
government reports say there is no problem, but they don't believe the reports. They are also told the drinking
water is safe, but they question that, as well.

Mr. Chavel Lopez said he was involved in the first health survey done in 1994. He said many people reported



symptoms related to fuel vapors coming from the tanks. He said this information was given to the RAB, but
nothing was done about it. He said the people believe they are victims of environmental racism. He alleged that
they have been threatened and attacked by the Air Force, in addition to several other incidents that show the Air
Force's lack of respect for the people. He said one-third of the RAB should be made up of community members
that live near the base, not people who don't live anywhere near the base.

Item V: Community Contracted Health Survey Presented by Dr. Bland, Ph.D.

A.  Dr. Bland outlined the community health survey recently performed in North Kelly Gardens. She said the study
followed a format developed by Dr. Marvin Legator of University of Texas Medical Center, Galveston and is
sanctioned by the World Health Organization. The survey follows the philosophy that nothing in the biosphere is
isolated from anything else and assumes that anything can be affected by anything else. She said this philosophy
does not adhere to straight lines or conventional relationships. She said the study first gathers information about a
community's health by asking people what symptoms they suffer. From that, a community health profile is
developed. From this profile, then, a cause for the symptoms can be inferred. She said the Air Force was invited to
participate, but they never responded.

B. 143 houses were visited, and from those households, 107 adults participated. The respondents completed the
1111 question survey in anywhere from 1 to 3 hours. -.

C.  Some of the results are as follows:
· 91% of adults suffer illnesses of the central nervous system or ear, nose and throat. These symptoms are

associated with the contamination, she said.
· 88% have lost sensory powers.
· 67% feel fatigued.
· 54% suffer headaches.
· 70% suffer ear nose and throat disorders.
· 61% suffer from immune system disorders, to include three or more colds or infections per year.
· 58% report muscle and bone diseases.
· 55% suffer skin disorders.
· 60% of children suffer from ear, nose and throat disorders.
· 50% suffer from digestive disorders.
· 1/3 of the parents report their children have learning disorders.

          D.  Dr. Bland said the symptoms match those related to the chemicals found in the soil and groundwater;
and
          TAAS scores are below average for the children in North Kelly Gardens.

E. She said this is a statistical analysis and a clinical analysis is currently underway by a Dr. Dolan.

F. Questions and Comments

Mr. Quintanilla asked if Edgewood Independent School District, the City of San Antonio, the Texas
Department of Health, and ATSDR will be given copies of the report. Dr. Bland replied they were willing
to send them wherever he would like. Mr. Quintanilla said would like those groups to receive a copy.

Mr. Paul Roberson asked if the results have been correlated with medical records. Dr. Bland said they had
not. Dr. Legator's instructions are to get the survey data first. She said they assume people tell the truth.
She said a clinical analysis is underway for certain sub-populations. That information is in the report. She
said that in all her experience, she has never seen a community with such a high incidence of illnesses as
North Kelly Gardens.



Mr. Rice asked why this study contradicts the Air Force's studies. Dr. Bland said she hasn't seen any Air
Force studies of this type, but this type of survey is not new and has been used for many years and is
gaining widespread acceptance.

Mr. Hagelthorn requested a copy of the survey questions along ,with a full statistical report of all 107
respondents. He also asked for a copy of any associated letters or scripts used by surveyors.

Mrs. Dominga Adames, a member of the community, said she believes the results of the survey. She said
for the first time she knows what is making her sick. She still hasn't been taken to see the source of the
smell as she was promised in November. She says she doesn't appreciate being treated like she's stupid.
She would like to be a RAB member.

Ms. Patticia Medina, a community member, directed her remarks at Mr. Hagelthorn and said she didn't
appreciate his attitude. She said her son has been in the hospital. She said the contamination has hurt her
property value. She said she intends to fight as long as it takes.

Ms. Velia Limon, a member of the community asked who will check on the Air Force. She pointed out
that Dr. Bland had to fight to get this information presented. She said the Air Force shouldn't be at war
with the people.

Ms. Peace said as long as she is co-chair, she will make every effort to ensure the concerns of the people
will be heard.

Ms. Yolanda Johnson said there might be other companies in the area that could be contaminating it. She
went to Alamo Aircraft and asked what they were storing. Mr. Leon Wolf told her they didn't have any
contaminants. On January 23 the neighborhood had a terrible smell which she believed came from the
base. The San Antonio Fire Department and Mr. Larry Bailey responded to investigate. She was not sure
what caused the odor.

A short break was taken.

Item VI: Status of Soil/Air Sampling (Fuel Tank Farm Area)

A. Mr. Larry Bailey, gave a short presentation on the results of soil sampling on the base's north side. (See
attached slides.) He said the Draft Remedial Investigation Report is available for RAB review and was
discussed in the last Technical Subcommittee Meeting. A basic risk assessment is included with the
Remedial Investigation Report.

B. Questions and Comments

Mr. Rice asked if he could see the records of the soil borings. Mr. Bailey said he needed to submit his
request in writing and this would be standard procedure for all RAB members. Mr. Quintanilla asked if the
information was available in the library. Mr. Bailey said only final reports are available in the library. Mr.
Quintanilla asked if the RAB was involved early on in the investigation. Mr. Rice said the RAB had been
involved throughout the investigation.
C. Dr. Robin Brothers from Oak Ridge National Laboratory gave a presentation summarizing the findings



comprehensive risk assessment she did on the soils data. (See attached slides.) The findings indicated
that the levels of contamination in the soil presented no health risk to people living near the base.

D. Questions and Comments

Mr. Rice asked why her findings were so different from Dr. Bland's and if she accepted her
methodology. She said her risk assessment only dealt with soil contamination and other factors could be
the cause of the findings reported by Dr. Bland. As far as methodology, she said she had not seen the
study and could not comment.

Item VII: GKDC - Master Plan

Ms. Peace said Mr. Roberson had agreed to postpone his presentation on GKDC's master plan until next
meeting.

Item VIII: Technical Subcommittee Report

A. Administration

1. Mr. Rice said he was promised topographic maps and has yet to receive them. He was told they would
be delivered soon.

2. The next subcommittee meeting will be held May 13, at 4 p.m. at Bldg. 306. Mr. Quintanilla said he
would find a suitable off-base location so anyone who wanted to attend could attend.

3. May 9, at 4 p.m., community members and TNRCC will meet at the fuel tanks. They will dig up dirt to
determine what is actually native soil. The Air Force is invited.

B. Report

Mr. Rice reported his findings of the North Kelly Gardens soil sampling. He said the data collected is
consistent with the notion that elevated lead levels in the area are from Kelly AFB. He said this does not rule
out other sources, but Kelly is the only known source of lead.

He said this presents both a health and property value issue. He wants to ensure that people will not be
prevented from receiving compensation in the future for the devaluation in property value due to the lead.

He said the area where the Air Force's samples were taken was obviously fill dirt and not native soil as the
Air Force claimed. He showed a piece of asphalt he removed from the area adjacent to a sampling point. He
said he removed it from the soil about 4 inches below the ground surface. He said this proves the Air Force's
information is at least partly wrong and asked for a report at the next subcommittee meeting.

A. Questions and Comments

It was asked if this was the subcommittee's report or Mr. Rice's'? Mr. Rice said it was his.

Ms. Camille Houni, Environmental Protection Agency, asked what were the highest levels of lead found and
what were the lowest levels. Mr. Rice said the highest hit was 62 mg/kg (parts per million) and the lowest
was 28 mg/kg. She also asked if he used an approved sampling protocol. Mr. Rice said since he is an expert,



he used his own, which is probably more strict than EPA's sampling protocol.

Ms. Houni said the action levels for lead in soil are 400 parts per million. These are health-based standards.
The levels found are far below that level. She said people are concerned about their health and the levels
indicate there is no reason to have any concerns regarding lead. Mr. Rice said experts disagree about how
much is considered safe and that some say there are adverse effects at this level.

Ms. Johnson said flooding would cause the water to come up to her house's porch steps. She said this water
came from the direction of the base.

Item IX: RCRA Permit Hearing

A. Capt. Brad Knox, Base Legal Office, gave a short presentation on the upcoming RCRA Post Closure
Care Permit hearing. (See attached slides)

l. Under the permit, Kelly would be required to clean up to either of the following: Health-based
standards, background levels, or levels determined by a site-specific risk assessment.

2. Capt. Knox said that issues missed at the hearing will not necessarily be answered at the hearing, but
would be considered for future reference.

3. The hearing will be held May 1, at 7 p.m. at Dwight Middle School.

B. Questions and Comments

Mr. Quintanilla said 49 sites are listed specifically on base, but nothing is specifically mentioned off base.
He was told that source areas are listed specifically on base and that off base areas are not completely
defined. Therefore, they are listed more generally. All off-base contamination caused by the base is
covered in the permit--including what is now known and what may be discovered later. Mr. Parker Wilson,
TNRCC, agreed with the explanation. Mr. Quintanilla asked if the Public Interest Council agreed. Mr.
Wilson said he did not know.

Item X: Next RAB Meeting

A. The Board discussed the date for the next meeting. Mr. Quintanilla said the charter stated that meetings
were to be held every six weeks. Mr. Riojas read from the charter which said the meetings were to be
held quarterly, unless deemed necessary by the RAB to hold them more frequently.

B.   The next meeting will be held May 19 at 6 p.m. Location to be announced.

C. Action/Agenda Items

Since so many of the agenda items were not covered due to time constraints, the following items were
tabled until the next meeting:

1. GKDC presentation on redevelopment.
2. RAB training for Environmental Justice and lead.
3. Vote on new members.
4. Frequency of meetings.



5. Budgetary matters.

D. It was proposed that a date be set for finalizing agenda items for the next meeting, so confusion on the
agenda would not occur again. Submit items for the agenda to either of the co-chairs, or Mr. Lankford.

E. Mr. Quintanilla said the RAB should be trained on how to handle community concems better. He said
they were not handled well at this meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Attachments
1. Agenda
2. Presentation slides of Soil Sampling
3. Presentation slides of Soil Sampling Risk Assessment


